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Registration will be postponed
to April or June 2023

The postponement of voter registration is inevitable. The consortium which won the public tender
to provide electoral material recently told the CNE it will only be possible to start registration on 20
April or 20 June 2023. The government had decided that it would start on 20 February, which is
now impossible.

The government has so far neither made the money available nor signed the contract for the
supply of census equipment and materials. Academica, the Mozambican company that won the
contract, will only be able to import equipment and materials into Mozambique in time to start
registrations on April 20 if air freight is used. But if the option is sea freight, which is cheaper, the
equipment will take another eight weeks and voter registration will only start on 20 June.

The Dutch company subcontracted by Académica has experience of such operations in Africa,
where it already works in Malawi and Ghana. According to a STAE source, the other important
aspect is that this consortium does not depend on government disbursements to begin the process
of producing the material. Also, the prices negotiated are attractive when compared to other
competitors.

If the contract is signed and the money is at least in the STAE account by 10 October, the Dutch
company will start work immediately. Production of the materials will last until 15 February, when
they will be shipped to Mozambique.

If the equipment must be transported by sea, it will take 10 weeks to reach Maputo. If, at higher
costs, air freight is used, the material will take only 2 weeks to reach its destination.

With the equipment and materials in Mozambique, the electoral management and administration

bodies will need six weeks to train the operators and distribute them throughout the country. Which
means the earliest start of registration is 20 April or 20 June next year.

The consortium's proposals come in handy. The CNE wanted the census to begin in March,
because February is still the rainy season. To this end, it has already submitted a proposal to the
Government. But even air freight means the registration will start two months late - and will
government pay the extra? And four months late might mean a delay in the actual election.
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Lol6 to be sworn in as STAE director-general Friday

The Frelimo party lost its month-long battle to impose its candidate as director general of STAE. In
a confirmation of internal democracy and autonomy, the CNE accepted the choice of its selection
panel, and Lolo Correia will be sworn in as Director General of STAE on Friday 7 October.

Correia is head of STAE (Technical Secretariat for Electoral Administration) in Tete, and was the
choice of a selection panel of members of the CNE (National Elections Commission). Frelimo tried
to impose Helena Garrine, who came bottom of the panel’s list, making several interventions trying
to force a non-secret vote and force a re-run of the selection.

The final act of the soap opera came when the candidate ranked third, José dos Santos Anjos
Grachane, said the lack of interviews of candidates violated Ministerial Diploma 61/2000 of 5 de
July 2000, and the selection should be done again.

The protest was rejected by the CNE (National Electoral Commission) for "lack of legal grounds"
and the swearing in of Lol6 Correia is scheduled for 7 October. The CNE accepted, without a vote,
the opinion of its Legal Committee (CALD, Comissao de Assuntos Legais e Deontoldgicos), which
found that Ministerial Diploma 61/2000 does not apply to this type of competition. The CNE is
governed by different laws. The CNE is not part of the civil service and its rules do not specify
interviews. Thus, the CNE's competitions obey the CNE Law, and "is not part of the common areas
of the Apparatus of the State that fall within the scope of the said diploma", CALD said.
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This newsletter is distributed on the list DEV-MOZAMBIQUE@jiscmail.ac.uk, which is used to distribute both
"Mozambique News Reports and Clippings" and "Mozambique Elections".
Use https://bit.ly/Moz-sub to subscribe to this list.

Election study collaboration: We have detailed election data from 1999 through 2014 and are inviting
scholars to use this data collaboratively. http://bit.ly/MozE|Data
Election newsletters from 2013 to the present are on https://bit.ly/Moz-Elections
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